
Footprints of Betty Nilsdotter Blomberg in Sweden 
By Hans Forsslund 2014 

She was born in Borgvik’s parish 1850 a beautiful place at the shore on a bay of the big 
lake Vänern in Värmland.  

 
 
Her parents came from Boda and Brunskog both places in Värmland.  

 
Betty Nilsdotter Blomberg’s parents where Nils Jonnson 30/9 1813 from Lerboda, Boda 
parich and Britta Jansdotter  b.1814 from Sävelskog, Brunskog parich.  
 
They married in May 1834 and he moved in at her parent’s farm Säveskog. Britta's father 
Jan Andersson was born 30/8 1789 at the same farm. Britta’s mother Sara Andesdotter 
was born 1790.  
At Säveskog Nils and Britta had 3 children, Anna 1834, Kajsa 1836, Magdalena 1839.  

 
 
After 5 years living with Britta’s parents, they 1839 moved to 
Borgvik a small mill town vest of Karlstad in Värmland.  
 

Borgvik 

Brunskog church

Boda church 
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Betty’s parents first settled in West Borgvik (1) where Maria 1841 is born. They then 
moved to “Övre Bruket” (2) where Christina 1843 and Johan Fredrik are born. 1844 the 
oldest child Anna dies. In 1847 Nils becomes his own as tenant farmer at a place called 
Fasthetn (3). In 1849 Andes is born  but when they 1850 move to Wilhems Burg (4), a 
small farm but probably better, the two boys are missing in the church book. Here Betty 
is born the same year. When Betty was born she had 4 older sisters. 
 
Betty was born in West Borgvik at a place named Wilhems Burg in the church books. 
That is Vilemsberg today. Titti and Hans Forsslund one day in June 2012 went to 
Borgsvik to try locate where she was born. The first attempt was a failure but some days 
later we found the place and to our joy, the house was still there.   

 
The owners Leif  Jonsson and Gunilla Rosenberg were there and invited us for coffee. 
The place is north of the lake Holmtjärnen Coordinates: 59° 21' 2.69" N  12° 54' 32.82" E 

(1) (2) 

(3) 

(4) Borgsviks Bruk 
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Gunnila had done some research on who had lived in the house and we were really 
surprised when she showed us her papers and we found Betty’s name there 
 

 
Livingroom with poor mans stove still in use. The flue gas from the kitchen stove is lead 
in channels inside the brickwork to take care of the heat and store it for the nights 
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Kitchen with fire stove. The 
arrangement is probably from the 
time when Betty lived here. 
 
 
This is the house where Betty was 
born and lived in her first year. Of 
course, things are changed but you 
can still see and imagine how it 
looked like and functioned. The 
roof is higher now and there are 
place for small rooms upstairs. 
 
Today the house is used as a 
summer cabin. 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty, at about one year of age, her family moves to Lindshyttan in Skinnskatteberg in 
Västmaland where her father took on as an estate builder. Here she got another sister 
Augusta 26/7 1853. Lindshyttan was probably situated near Riddarhyttan. 

 
In 1854 they moved to Ugglefors 
in Skinnskatteberg where her 
brother Carl Johan was born 1856 
14/8.  
In 1857 her family moves to 
Frykforsen, Stora Kil were her 
father became the owner of the 
mill. At this mill her sister 
Magdalena marries 21/7 1860 
Anders Olofsson, Farm owner in 
Gunnita. Four years later her sister 
Maria leaves home at the age of 23. 
(3/5 1864)  
 
Soon after that her mother dies of 
unknown reason, 6/6 1864 (in the 
death book the cause is not 
registered). Later the same year her 
sister Kristina marries Farm hand 
Olof Johansson from Köping and 
moves to Frykerud.  
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Betty now fourteen year of age is the oldest child at home with her younger sister 
Augusta 11 and brother Karl Johan 8. 
 

 
After her mothers death when Betty is sixteen (1866), her father Nils marries the widow 
Kristina Gustafsdotter (b.14/8 1815) and they leave the mill and move to her farm in 
North Illberg. Betty’s gets new siblings through her stepmother’s children, 4 boys and 2 
girls between 7 and 24. They are now all together nine children. They stayed at this farm 
until 1870 they moved to Lindesnar in Frykerud. 
    (For orientation Fagerås station, Karlsbol) 

 

Nedre 
Fryken 
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The finishing works at the railroad bridge across the Nors River 1870. Not far from 
Bettys’ home when she lived at the Fryfors mill (1,5 miles). 
 
At the age of about twenty Betty meets the stone cutter Anders Johan Larsson Blomberg 
(31) who was building bridges in the area. They married at The Stora Kil church in 
midsummer time, June 22 1870.   

 
After their marriage the couple moved home to Anders’ mother Maja Stina Modig in 
Daretorp.  

 
There they stayed with Anders’ younger sister Gustafa and his brother Alfred. The house 
was a “backstuga” (small hill cottage) a house for poor people. Anders had lost his father 
15 years earlier and the children felt a responsibility for their mother. 

Daretorp
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Daretorp church    Maja Stina Modigs grave in Tidaholm 
      1815 – 1897 
 
After a little bit more than a year, According to the books, Betty and Anders move to 
Steneby parish, where Anders works at Långeds pulp Factory.  
 

 
This is not the real case because in the book “The history of the foundation builder Alfred 
Larsson-Blomberg” there is another story told. Anders and his brother Alfred worked 
together in Daretorp building a Carpentry Factory. Alfred writes: “My brother had been 
in Wärmland at railways buildings and had been foreman for bridges and tunnels. By his 

The road from  
Fryfors  
to Långed 
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former chef my brother was recommended to a pulp factory that was going to be built at 
Dalslands Channel at a place  called Långed. 

  
At once, after getting this message, he goes to Wärmland and marries his Bätty. Fourteen 
days later I say goodbye to Tidaholm and join my brother and sister in law at a place 
called Frykforssen in Wärmland the beautiful.”  Alfred continues in next chapter: “Now it 
is the summer 1870. Now the carnival starts from Frykforsen. A farmer who drives all 
our belongings, my brother, sister in law, I and three railroaders heads towards Seffle. 
Then to Åmål and after another to 12 miles we are at our destination Långed. We all 
walked on foot after our farmer’s horse cart and if I am not mistaken it was about 50 
miles but as we were young and healthy, it wasn’t boring days. 
(The actual distance today with better roads is 70 miles, he was mistaken) 
 

 
My brother rented a room and kitchen 1,5 miles from Långed at a farm called Ene. All of 
us in one room, the newlyweds in on bed, me and the tree railroaders two and two in 
separate beds. Bätty cooks the food and carries it to us at our work for morning and 
afternoon meals. 

Rented 
room 

Their 
church 
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On Sundays we all, young and old, went to church and we had to walk about 3 miles. (see 
last page) The name of the church was Tilleskogen.”  (There are more details in the book 
that is very interesting and it is translated to English by Hans Forsslund 2012)  
The farm were they lived is now in the village of Dals Långed. The church Tilleskogen is 
still in place but incorporated in the Högsby village. 
 
The story above confirms by the fact that Bettys and Anders first child Hulda Marie is 
born 12/11 1871 in Långed and registered in Steneby parish church book as belonging to 
Daretorp parish. Betty and Anders and their child are registered as moving in to Steneby 
26 days later than the birth of Hulda. Alfred didn’t care to register and was all the time in 
the books of Daretorp. All this states that we can’t rely on the church books when we 
want to follow the life’s of our relatives.    
 
The pulp factory, Långeds Aktiebolag, was a new company that started 1868 but the 
construction did not start until 1869 so Betty, Anders and Alfred were there almost from 
the beginning. The factory started its production in 1872 but there may have been 
construction jobs for Anders going on after that. Alfred left Nov 1871 because he didn’t 
want to work in the factory. According to the books Betty and Anders in Långed stayed 
until February 2 1874when they went on a long journey to settle in Kalmar County on the 
east coast of Sweden. But the must have left earlier because Alfred joins the couple in 
Emmaboda in late summer 1883. More about that below. 
  

Örsjö, Madesjö parish, in Kalmar County 

 
 
They registered, 12/2 1874 in the parish of Madesjö (Nybro) in N. Örsjö which is near 
Emmaboda. Already March 2 they asked for leaving that parish and said that they were 
going too Tjurkö in the parich of Augerum in Blekinge County. The explanation could 
have been that they earlier had asked for registration papers from Långed, Steneby and 
when the papers arrived they had changed plans. Alfred says in his book that they 
together took a train to Karlskrona  April 24 1884.  
 
Afred writes that he staid with Betty and Anders and that they had to walk 1,5 miles 
morning and afternoon. The working days were from 5 am to 8 pm. On Sundays he went 
to Vissefjärda church where they had a good priest. The probably had their home some 
were between Emmaboda and Vissefjärda. The place Örsjö where they were registered 
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may be nearest to where Anders stated his work for the railway company. They probably 
mowed along the railway as the working places changed. 

 

 
 

Madesjö 
Church 
Center for 
the parish 

Betty & Anders 
moved here 
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Tjurkö, Augerums parish in Bleking County 
Tjurkö is an island south of Karlskrona the main navy base in Sweden. Tjurkö has since 
Karlskrona was founded, been a military fortified island and has many military 
installations. 

 
 

Tjurkö was in the late 1800s the center of the stone 
cutting industry in Blekinge. Granite and gneiss was 
great to make cobblestones and a lot of people got 
employed, which meant that the population increased 
significantly in Tjurkö and the neighboring island 
Sturkö. The stonecutting plant was one of the nation's 
largest employers with 2,000 employees and the large 
quarry testifies today on the hard handcraft labor. 
 

Alfred writes that they rented a room and kitchen on Kyrkö (he must have meant Tjurkö 
there is no Kyrkö) A temporary wooden bridge was 
built between the fort and Kyrkö so it was easy to get 
there and back. It took twenty minutes to walk and 
five a clock in the morning the entire workforce 
should bee standing in the courtyard for prayer and 
we all - several hundred - sang, “Your clear sun rises 
again”. It was good times all over our country, so it 
was even for us. But Brother Johan did not like it 

anymore at the fortress. He was there for about half a year. I then had to take over the 
work and 30 - 40 men. Later Alfred writes that the biggest stone (25*4*5) feet he got out 
of the quarry on Tjurkö is paced at entrance to the fort where it can be seen today. 
 

Kungsholmen 
Fort Rangholmen 
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At Turkö Betty and Anders second child was born 27/4 1874. He was named Hjalmar 
Reinhold and at the christening his father’s brother Carl Modig and wife Magdalena 
served as witnesses.  
 
In August that year the move back to Stora Kil Värmland to the place Gunnita  

  
They didn’t stay there all the time although they were registered in the church books. 
Apparently they went back to eastern Sweden and did some work. In 1876 their third 

child Ester Elisabeth was born in the 
parish of Lenhovda in Kronobergs 
Län. This is in the middle of 
Småland and the name of the place is 
Säfsjöström. Ester was born March 
31 1876 and died Agust 6. She was 
buried there only 4 months old. The 
dates and year is wrong in the paper 
by Joyce Donalson “Descendants of 
Anders Johan Blomberd and Betty 
Nelsson Blomberg”. After the tragic 
loss they vent back to Gunnita in 
Värmland. There are no records of 
Anders working in Stockholm. 

Probably Betty stayed in Gunnita. In April 27 1877 their fourth child Viktor Gideon was 
born.  
 
After the birth of Gideon in November they moved across the border in to Frykerud 
parish, Karsbol not far from Gunnita. (About a mile south east) Here they seems to have 
strengthened their religious thoughts because when Ester Amalia is born Agust 15 1879, 
she is not baptized. In the church book there is a note “The parents Babtister; Denying the 
child baptism” 
 
The farm was quite big.  
The map doesn’t show  
all of the land.  
To the right a close up 
of the buildings.  
Anders is registered as farm owner. See next page for further localization information.  

Fryforsen 
Karsbol 
Fagerås railway station 
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“Häradsekonomiska” map1883-95 
The border between the parishes of Frykerud and Stora Kil went along the river 
Norselven so when Betty and family moved to Karsbol from Gunnita they had to check in 
at a new parish.  

 
In early may, 1881 they left Fagerås station for America.  
 
In Hulda’s childhood recollection she writes about Frykerud station but there was no 

railway in Frykeryd village but the nearest from 
their home at Karsbol, only one kilometer (2/3 
mile), was Fagerås railway station. Betty’s 
childhood home at Frykforsen where her father 
had his mill was just in the middle between their 
homes in Gunnita and Karsbol. 

Fagerås railway station
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Behind the foot prints 
To be able to put together these foot prints of Betty Nilson Blomberg I have searched 
church books, Old Maps from National Land Survey. Goggle Earth and other Internet 
sources. Below are some of those findings in Swedish. Above the copies from the church 
books I have put references to were I have found them. Most in document readers it is 
possible to magnify the document. Use this function and you will be able to better read 
what’s written in the church book.  

Borgvik Värmland 
Borgviks kyrkoarkiv, Födelse- och dopböcker, SE/VA/13047/C/4 (1825-1860) 

 
Betty Född 6/10 1850 döpt 7/10. Föräldrar: Nils Jonsson Britta Jansdotter 
Borgvik Värmland http://www.borgvik.info/index.html 
 
Borgviks kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13047/A I/13 (1846-1850) 

 
Wilhemsburg, Vestra Borgvik. Torparen Nils Jonsson 30/9 1813, H. Britta Jansdotter 
22/12 1814  Döttrar: Kajsa 16/10 1836, Magdalena 4/1 1839, Maria 27/9 1841, Christina 
1/10 1843, Betty 6/10, 7/10 1850 
 
Borgviks kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13047/A I/14 (1851-1855) 

 
Bettys familj flyttar till Skinnskatteberg 1851 
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Skinnskatteberg Västmaland 
Skinnskattebergs kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/ULA/11336/A I/14 c (1845-1854) 

 
Sid 541 Byggmästare. Inflyttade 1851 till Lindshyttan 1854 Augusta 26/7 1853  
Flyttade 1854 till Ugglefors i Skinnskatteberg  
 
Lindshyttan 
- Finns inte nämnd vid skattläggningen 1538 
- Ingår i en donation på tre hemman, som drottning Christina enligt beslut av den 10 
februari 1645, gav till stadens innevånare till vedbrand och mulbete. 
- Enligt relation 1684 över masugnar eller hyttor i Linde och Ramsbergs bergslag: 
Lindshyttekarlarna har ägt två delar , som är donerade under staden, har inte blåst på 
många år på grund av skogsbrist. 

- Finns på Jonas Bergius Geografisk karta 1703-1704, över Linde bergslag och 
socken, att det finns en ödelagd kopparhytta. Har legat vid Lindshyttebäcken, på 
platsen för hemmanet Persbäcken. 

 
Skinnskattebergs kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/ULA/11336/A I/15 c (1855-1865) 

 
Ugglefors Byggmästaren Nils Jonsson med familj. Född här: Carl Johan 1856 14/8  
Kajsa 1856 heter här Chatarina. Flyttade till Stora Kil 1857 
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Stora Kil Värmland, Frykfors kvarn 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/21 (1856-1860) 

 
Familjen inflyttad till Frykfors kvarn 1857 från skinnskatteberg. 
Magdalena Fäst med Anders Olofsson Hemmansägare i Gunnita 21/7 1860 
Dottern Carolina Sofia 1859  tidigt död??? 
 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/22 (1861-1865) 

 
Hustun Britta Jansdotter dör 6/6 1864. Maria flyttar hemifrån 3/5 1864. Kristina Fäst vid 
Dr. Olof Johansson från Köping. 26/11 1863 flyttar till Frykerud 18/19 1864 
 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/23 (1866-1870 

 
Nils Jonsson, mjölnare enkling.  Barn: Betty, Augusta, Karl Johan. 22/9 66 Fäst vid 
enkan Kristina Gustafsdotter. Flyttar till hennes hem. 
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Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/23 (1866-1870) 

 
Illberg Norra sid 444 
Nils Jonsson , hem.eg byggmästare Gården Illberg Fadern och resten av familjen flyttar 
till Frykerud 4/11 1870 
Betty flyttar till daretorp 26/8 1870  
Frykeruds kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13130/A I/24a (1866-1870) 

 
Sid 295 Lindesnar Inflyttade 21/11 1870  enligt inflyttningsboken. 
Vigselbok Stora Kil 

 
Gift 22/6 1870 Stora Kil med Stenhuggaren Anders Johan Larsson Blomberg från Liden 
Hemmansägare dottern Betty Nilsdotter 
 

Daretorp 
Daretorps kyrkoarkiv, In- och utflyttningslängder, SE/GLA/13087/B/4 (1861-1894) 1870 
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Inflyttad 1870 13/7 Nilsdotter Betty; Hustru till Liden 
 
Daretorps kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/GLA/13087/A I/7 (1870-1880) 

 
Maja Stina Svensdotter Modig 
Barn Gustava Larsdotter Modig 
Gift Son Anders Johan Larsson Blomberg 

Hustru Betty Nilsdotter  
Barn Hulda Maria  

Alfrid Larsson Blomberg 
 
Daretorps kyrkoarkiv, In- och utflyttningslängder, SE/GLA/13087/B/4 (1861-1894) 1871  

 
Johan och Betty med barn flyttar till Steneby i Elfsborgs län 8/12 1871 

Steneby i Elfsborgs län 
Steneby kyrkoarkiv, Födelse- och dopböcker, SE/GLA/13500/C/7 (1861-1894) 

 
Hulda Maria f.12/11 döpt 26/11 1871 

 
Inflyttad till Långeds Fabrik 20/12 1871 efter att Hulda fötts där!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Steneby kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/GLA/13500/A I/16 (1871-1875) 

 
377 Dingelvik Södra, Långeds fabrik . N58.92° E12.29° Hulda Maria 12/11 1871 i 
Steneby  Flyttar till Madesjö Kalmar län 2/2 1874 

Madesjö Kalmar 
Madesjö kyrkoarkiv, Inflyttningslängder, SE/VALA/00241/B I/3 (1861-1894) 
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Inflyttade 12/2 1874 från Stenby till N. Örsjö 
 
Madesjö kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VALA/00241/A I/25 (1871-1880)  
Örsjö N:o 1 Norra sid 1572 

 
Madesjö Kalmar kyrkoarkiv, Inflyttningslängder, SE/VALA/00241/B I/3 (1861-1894) 

 
Utflyttad 2/3 1874 från N. Örljö till Carlskrona (Tjurkö fösamling tidigare tillhört 
Calskrona  vid denna tid Augerum därav prästens notering Calskrona) 

Tjurkö, Augerums församling Bleking län 
Augerums kyrkoarkiv, Flyttningslängder, SE/LLA/13014/B/1 (1861-1890) Blekinge 

 
Inflyttad 20/3 1874 Till Tjurkö 
 
Augerums kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/LLA/13014/A I/25 (1872-1878) 

 

 
Nr 62 Tjurkö Inflyttad från Madesjö 27/3 1874 Flyttade samma år till Stora Kil 28/8 1874 
 
Augerums kyrkoarkiv, Födelse- och dopböcker, SE/LLA/13014/C/9 (1862-1874) 

 
Hjalmar Reinholt född 27 april 1874 döpt 24 maj Hemvist Tjurkö 648 Föräldrar 
Blomberg Anders Johan Larson Byggmästare Nilsdotter, Betty. Dopvittnen skräddaren 
Carl Modig och Hh Magdalena 
 
Augerums kyrkoarkiv, Flyttningslängder, SE/LLA/13014/B/1 (1861-1890) 

 
Flyttar 28/8 1874 till Stora Kil, Wermland 
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Stora Kil Vermland 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, In- och utflyttningslängder, SE/VA/13504/B/3 (1873-1887) 

 
 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/24 (1871-1875) 

 
Guinita sid 116 
Anders Johan Larsson Blomberg, Betty Nilsdotter. Barn  Hulda Maria, Hjalmar Reinhold 
Inflyttad 27/11 1874 från Blekinge län Löfsen??? Här verkar det fel församling  
Under 1876 är familjen i Sävsjöholm, Lenhovda Kronobergs län 
 
Lenhovda kyrkoarkiv, Födelse- och dopböcker. Huvudserien, SE/VALA/00218/C I/6 
(1874-1883 

 
Ester Elisabeth  31/3 Döpt 19/4 1876 Hemvist: Gunnita af Kihls Wermlands län Gifta 6 
år 3:de barnet 
Lenhovda kyrkoarkiv, Lysnings- och vigselböcker, SE/VALA/00218/E I/2 (1871-1883) 

 
Ester Elisabeth död 6/8 begraven 12/81876 Fadern vistas f. n. i Säfsjöström 
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Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Födelse- och dopböcker, SE/VA/13504/C/16 (1861-1882) 1877  
Sid 140 

 
Viktor född 1877 29/4 döpt 6/5 
 
Stora Kils kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13504/A I/25 (1876-1880) sid 121 

 
Flyttade till Frykerud ?/11 1877 

Frykeruds Vermland 
Källa:  Frykeruds kyrkoarkiv, In- och utflyttningslängder, SE/VA/13130/B/3 (1872-1885) 
sidan 52 

 
Infyttad 20/11 1877 till Frykerud Karlsbol förhörsboken sid 236 
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 Frykeruds kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13130/A I/26 (1876-1880) 236 

 
Ester Amalia not baptised 15/8 1879 
 

 
Ester Amalia föräldrarna Baptister. Neka barnet dop 
 
 Frykeruds kyrkoarkiv, Husförhörslängder, SE/VA/13130/A I/27 (1881-1885) 343 

 
Flyttade till Amerika 28/4 1881 
Pigan Klara Jonasdotte 1861 flyttade till Amerika 7/1 1881 men enligt emigrationsreg 
och Huldas berättelse följde hon med till USA. 
 
 
 
Hans Forsslund 
Södra Murgatan 47 
621 57 Visby 
hans@forsslundsystems.se 
 


